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Translation Sample: Designer’s Profile (English to Japanese)

Karo Akpokiere

Nlustrator/Graphic Designer

Latest projects
Illustrated letters A-Z

I started a daily drawing project Draw36s
(www.theseekproject.wordpress.com) last year, and
for the month of November 2010, I decided to create
illustrated letters A- Z that explores the notion of type
as image in a manner that totally disregards the rules
and strictures behind conventional typography. The
letters represent my interest in hand drawn type,
popular culture, geometry, etc. and also my
fascination with ascribing new meaning to already
existing forms. This is an ongoing project.

Angel of Light mural

The Angel of Light Mural is one I painted with the
assistance of Kelani Abass late October 2010 at an
Artist workshop organized by the Centre for
Contemporary Arts, Lagos and the Triangle Artist
Trust. The 'Angel' of Light is a satirical take on
Nigeria's unfortunate dependence on generators as its
primary source of electric power. Taking inspiration
from the fallen angels (demons) biblical story, the
generators are winged machines that hold the promise
of giving you all the electricity you need, but at a
severe cost to your life and the environment.

Further dreams and ambitions

I am deeply interested in how the drawings I create
can be applied to different media as a way to make
them accessible and visible. I am also interested in
trading and profiting from my talents internationally
in other to be in a position to inspire and empower
others to create. For this to happen I realize I need to
build my work more, connect with the right people
and learn new skills so in this light, I intend going
back to school in England next year for a graphic
design top up course, exhibiting my work in ouside
Nigeria, attending an art residency in Miami and also
getting representation for my work in Japan and
England.

Life as a designerf/illustrator in Nigeria

The graphic design industry here is heavily centered
around advertising and identity design, there are no
design studios and illustrations are not widely used as
say in Japan or England. As a designer/illustrator, I
am deeply interested in how to parlay my skills into
other areas other than the ones mentioned above, so
life as a designer/illustrator in Nigeria for me involves
doing what I love to do, constantly searching for new
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markets to push my work to and striking a balance
between creating self-initated  work  and
commissioned work.

My daily routine

Daily routine is largely affected by what I have to do,
but this gives a fair idea: email checking, research,
drawing and/or designing. Life here depends on what
you want to make out of it. You could decide to be
negative and see all the issues (erratic, erratic power
being one of them) or you could be positive and decide
to dream irrespective of the challenges. Nothing is
ever as bad as it seems.

Using CorelDraw

CorelDraw is the vector software of choice in Nigeria
so my entry into digital art naturally saw me starting
off with CorelDraw. Over time, I discovered Illustrator
and decided to start using the software because I
wanted to find out what it really was about and also
because I realized it was industry standard vector
software for most other countries. Its safe to say my
usage of both stems from my desire to be both
relevant internationally and locally.

In terms of usage, I believe it’s a matter of knowing
what works for one and also tapping into the
wonderful capabilities of both programs where
possible. Adobe Illustrator has a more intuitive pen
tool which is easier to use than CorelDraw's;
Mlustrator's colours are richer and the program is
directly compatible with Photoshop—CorelDraw lags
in this regard. However, CorelDraw has multipage
capabilities that makes it possible for one to layout
pages for a publication without having to acquiring
extra software (i.e. InDesign), and Illustrator misses
this function. CorelDraw has got an amazing
Calligraphic drawing tool that enables me to create
calligraphic graffiti tags form scratch, Illustrator also
misses this option. I also believe CorelDraw's interface
is more organized than that of Illustrator, but this
may be a function of me having more exposure to
CorelDraw than Illustrator.
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